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STATEWIDE SURVEYorEARLY EDUCATION
& PRE-K PROGRAM STANDARDS

The purpose of this projectis to provide a resource for the groups workingdopt statewide program
standards by:

a. Collecting examples of successful state-adoptedrpro standards

b. Collecting the standards of selected national netsvo

c. Collecting standards of selected Idaho organization

d. Developing a comparison matrix of all collectechsi@rds examples

e. Indication of ownership or governance of managhegdtandards system, and ownership of who or what
organization drove the efforts to make them statewi

f. Outlining suggestions for Idaho based on findings.

State Selection

States were selected by reviewing national ratafdgkeir programs. Using Pre-K Now and NIEER
information, states with leading results were chdsem all states which have adopted Pre-K prograram
the pool of states with high quality early childldoeducation programs, a smaller group of eighestaias
selected. These eight states operate their Pre¢tgams with differing original and continued sugpor
oversight, and funding sources.

The eight states summarized in this outline include
a. Florida
b. New Jersey
c. North Carolina
d. Ohio
e. Oklahoma
f. Oregon
g. Maryland
h. Washington

The states differ in the following areas: agesaiti served, time of the Pre-K standards’ adoptoial,
motivating parties responsible for creating thegpaom standards, the governing bodies, funding gsuithese
factors vary widely. For example: New Jersey wasteordered to provide Pre-K services to the lowest
performing populations, wheras Oklahoma receivezhgttop-down governmental support and fundingtier
full state. Florida maintains a voluntary Pre-Ktgys, championed by a non-profit, a public figure anmayor.

Categories

Creating a matrix of program standards commonltstailes is problemmatic because states défiméerm
‘program standards’ differently, increasing theidifity in finding and interpreting each differerysgem.
While similar in intended outcomes, states’ systanesinconsistent with eachother in scope andldetaults
vary. Some systems are mandatory and tied to fstating, state oversight and a rating system, watiter
systems serve as suggested guidelines.



Synthesis of Program Standards

The categories used here have been selected beabaydi the most basic groupings of standardesgthe
board. While they are more detailed than somesststandards and much less detailed than othersethasic
categories of standards help to approach estatgjggjual foundation to all pre-k programs.

1. Teacher Qualifications
Teachers hold at least a bachelor’s degree
Teachers are fairly compensated, at a level equ&l12 teachers
Teachers are trained in early childhood developraadtcertified where applicable
Pre-k classroom aides have a minimum of a child greent associate credential
Both the teacher and aide receive at least 15 tpmirgear of ongoing comprehensive training
Low Teacher-Child Ratios and Small Class Sizes
Research-Based Curriculum Aligned to K-12 Standardsupporting:
a. Cognitive Development
b. Physical Development
c. Social Development
d. Emotional Development
4. Families are Involved with the Pre-K Program
a. Direct communication with classroom teachers, agchparent conferences, home visits, and regeparts
b. Parents able or required to serve on a governiagdoor committee, assist in the classroom, help fiéld trips, or share
expertise
5. Health
a. Screening for special needs
b. Full screening for: vision, dental, screen childsension, hearing, and general health in ordedéntify problems and make
appropriate referrals early.
c. Breakfast and/or lunch served to ensure propeitioutr
d. When needed, families should be given access falsmrvices or to information about nutritionr@ating, and family
support.
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Note: The use of the term ‘program standards’ variat@ess agencies and states and is often uncledihede In discussions, a
common understanding of program standards is irapbrt

PROGRAM STANDARDS BY STATE
Florida

Voluntary Prekindergarten Program (VPK) 2007-2008

Florida’s support of pre-kindergarten has been a difficult ride; however, legislation was passed in
December 2004 to provide free, voluntary pre-k for every four year old in the state beginning in
August 2005. Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) program was established in 2005, in
response to a 2002 state constitutional amendment requiring universal availablility of preschool
programs to all 4-year-olds whose parents want them to attend. Florida's fight for pre-k has been led
by Dave Lawrence, former publisher of the Miami Herald; Alex Penelas, Mayor of Miami-Dade
County; and Roy Miller, president of the non-partisan Children's Campaign.

FLORIDA PRE-K PROGRAM STANDARDS
« Children participating in the state’s subsidizeddcbare program can receive wrap-around services.
» Meals and snacks are required for full-day programs
« Public schools, Head Start, and subsidized child peograms receive vision, hearing and physicalthe
screenings.



« Accreditation is only required for programs that apt licensed.

« Teachers in the summer program must have a BArlyp elaildhood, primary or preschool education, fgnaind
consumer science, or elementary education. Teatch#re school-year program must have a CDA orsdent
and have completed a Department of Education caurgenergent literacy.

Oklahoma

In Oklahoma's case, their Governor championed ehilghood education for his state and the legistafollowed. Oklahoma began
in 1980 with pilot programs for districts interesta providing Pre-K services and programs for fgear olds.

OKLAHOMA PRE-K PROGRAM STANDARDS
e The number of children in a group shall not exceeshty (20). The adult-child ratio shall not exceetl0. Any enroliment
that exceeds ten (10) shall require the employrokatteacher assistant.
« The school district shall ensure the teacher asgist provided professional development in eanijdbood education.
* The program shall encourage family involvementupport the child's education experience.
e The learning environment shall:
0 Be arranged in centers to provide for the individuad group learning experiences.
0 Be equipped with movable furniture of the corrézes
0 Have adequate materials and supplies availableffitient quantities to meet the needs of the ahihdin the class.
0 Have restroom facilities that will accommodate fgear-olds.
o Provide for a playground area that is accessibiesafe.
It is recommended that space requirements be lmasturty-five (35) square feet per child, and ttie classroom
has a sink with running water.
*  The curriculum shall be appropriate for the age @d&eklopment level of the students. A process eoige continuity
between the early childhood program and the kiratteg program shall be established.
* The program shall be directed toward developmenégpropriate objectives for such children, rathan toward academic
objectives suitable for older children.
e The program shall accommodate the needs of alireriland families regardless of socioeconomic pistances.
« The program shall require that any teacher empldyea public school to teach in such early childhpoogram shall be
certified in early childhood education.
e Avision and hearing screening shall be providedafbpre-kindergarten students

Oregon

Oregon's advocates and lawmakers are rapidly gamimmentum in their efforts to offer quality preekmore of the state's most at-
risk children. TheDregon Head Start Prekindergar{@PK) program was established in 1987 as the stainterpart to the federal
Head Start program. The state's Department of Eiducand the regional Head Start office governghegram collaboratively. OPK
adheres to federal Head Start Performance Standaddfulfills 8 out of 10 NIEER quality benchmarkdthough in 1991 the
legislature pledged to expand the program to redlaHigible children, this goal has not been reatHJntil the 2008-2009 school
year, funding for the program remained relativédy. fStrong leadership from tfiReady for Schootampaign elevated pre-k as a
leading issue in the 2006 gubernatorial campaighdaming the 2007 legislative session.

OREGON PRE-K PROGRAM STANDARDS
Require one adult for every 10 4-year-olds, andagimum class size of 20 in child care centers. 1360
Child care regulations require one adult for evEdychildren, and a maximum class size of 20.
Require one adult for every four 18-month-olds, andaximum class size of eight in child care cent®007]6
Child care regulations require one adult for eveghildren, and a maximum class size of 8.
Allocate state or federal funds for a network daim/toddler specialists that provide assistanaehttal care providers.
[2009]7
Have early learning -

Maryland

Maryland is on the list of states to watch. All@z#hool districts in Maryland receive state fundiogpre-k, and
districts may subcontract with Head Start and pe\hild care centers to provide services that mpemjram
standards. Maryland also uses state funds to sugpleHead Start, providing extended-year and exigiuidy
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services as well as quality improvement. The dtatds another initiative, théudith P. Hoyer Early Care and
Education Enhancement Prograto support comprehensive early childhood centesare based in or linked
to schools. Also, the state has implemented a Fea- Action Plan to improve school readiness foclildren
entering kindergarten and has developed progranearig learning standards for pre-k, Head Stad, cmld
care centers. In 2008, Maryland achieved two maoNal Institute for Early Education Research gyal
benchmarks bringing the program total to nine oah@ making Maryland a national leader in earlycation
quality.

MARYLAND PRE-K PROGRAM STANDARDS
x Teacher degree: BA
Teacher specialized training: N-3 certificatione8glizing in pre-K
Assistant teacher degree: HSD, CDA or equivalent
Teacher in-service at least 15 hours/year
Maximum class size of 20 or lower
Staff-child ratio of 1:10 or better
Screening/referral: Vision, hearing, health; and smpport services lead screening; and supporicesrv
At least 1 meal /day
Monitoring: Sitevisits and other monitoring

X X X X X X X X

New Jersey

New Jersey was court-mandated in 1998 by theie stappreme court to provide Pre-K and early eduecatiprogram standards to the
counties with the lowest performing children. Todne state is a national leader in standardizartyeeducational programs for
children ages 3 and 4. Thanks to expanded edueafiomding in 2008, the system of Pre-K is now lgedffered to all counties.

NEW JERSEY PRE-K PROGRAM STANDARDS

« Teacher must hold at least a bachelor's degree
Teacher must be certified in Early Childhood Edigrat
Programs must use an approved curriculum
Class size limited to 15 children with a teacheat an aide
Pre-K teachers' salaries are equivalent to oth&? Kalaries
Children receive vision and hearing screening
Special needs assessment
Adequate & nutritional meals served
Adequate state funding for all programs
Transportation, health and other related servicepwovided as needed

North Carolina

North Carolina has been a model state for earlga&titon, particularly in expanding the availabiligffordability, and quality of early
childhood programs and integrating pre-k and coimgmsive early education services in an innovatisg.Whe North Carolin&lore

at Fourpre-k program was established in 2001-2002 abttee key education initiatives of Governor Mikadtey's administration
and later reinforced by a court ruling that theesthould provide pre-k for all at-risk four yedds

NORTH CAROLINA PRE-K PROGRAM STANDARDS

Facility Requirements

Sites musprovide breakfast and/or snacks and lunchmeeting USDA requirements during the regular sttag.

Activities, instruction, or communications whichopmotereligious beliefs shall not be directed toward chdren
participating in More at Four during the More auFschool day.

Child Health AssessmentsA health assessment is required before a chilcecder the More at Four Pre-Kindergarten
Program and must have been conducted within 12 maftprogramentry. The health assessment musidacl
1. Physical examination
2. Up-dated immunizations
3. Vision screening



4. Hearing screening
5. Dental screening

Developmental Screening

More at Four programs must be knowledgeable aboumdrations: Early Learning Standards for North Gaao
Preschoolers and Strategies for Guiding Their Sig;@nd use these early learning standards to thedeplanning of
developmentally appropriate, high-quality prekirgieten experiences for children

Classrooms are required to use a comprehensiviewurn selected from the list of preschool curricapproved by the
State Board of Education

Classrooms are required to conduct ongoing assessmgather information about each child’s growattd skill
development, as well as inform instruction.

The classroom will not exceed a maximum staff-tdectatio of 1 to 9 with a maximum class size ofd8ldren, with one
teacher and one assistant teacher per classroom.

A rest/quiet period is required for each child evgay, the length of which shall be determined aticg to the individual
needs of each child.

Classrooms shall provide high-quality indoor antdoor learning environments that support the imgetation of
Foundations: Early Learning Standards for Northoiaa’s Preschoolers and Strategies for GuidingirTBaccess, as well
as the chosen curriculum.

More at Four classrooms shphovide meaningful opportunities for families to beengagedn their child’s education.

Washington

The mission of th&arly Childhood Education and Assistance Program{ECEAP) is to help low-income and other at-riskdien
succeed in both school and life. The program prewi/ashington’s most-in-need children with earlyeadion, parental
involvement, family support, and health and nuiritservices. In 2008, more than 8,000 childrens®BY counties participated in
ECEAP. Ninety percent of all four year old childregrved in ECEAP must come from families earningaup10 percent of the
federal poverty threshold. Public and private comitydbased organizations and schools receive ditecting from the state through
a grant process and can also contract with otlgamizations to offer services. The state incre@sezbtments in the comprehensive
learning program in 2007, allowing 2,250 more dt@ldto attend. The program meets nine of the 1@Haarks of quality as
established by the National Institute for Early Eation Research.

WASHINGTON PRE-K PROGRAM STANDARDS

 Children participating in the state’s subsidizeddcbare program can receive wrap-around services.

» Meals and snacks are required for full-day programs

« Public schools, Head Start, and subsidized child peograms receive vision, hearing and physicalthe
screenings.

» Accreditation is only required for programs that apt licensed.

« Teachers in the summer program must have a BArly €aildhood, primary or preschool education, fgnaind
consumer science, or elementary education. Teath#re school-year program must have a CDA orsdent
and have completed a Department of Education caurgnergent literacy.



Pre-K on the National Level

On a national level, the number of four year olds enrolled in Pre-K programs is increasing.
Though funding per child remains lower than the ideal in most of the 38 states with an adopted
statewide Pre-K program, 33 out of 38 states improved enrollment. Some states have also
expanded their programming for three year olds. Benchmark rating is most commonly provided by
NIEER. Pre-K Now provides state profiles and overviews for all states with an adopted system of
early learning program standards. Certainly, the research reflects the growing importance and
recognition of Pre-K programs and standardized care for three and four year olds.

Who provides the leadership?

Each state has a different history and process for adopting .
statewide program standards for Pre-K. The standards Note on rating systems
themselves were created and adopted out of a collaborative EEYaYeR-Teeig=111r:11[0]88
disscussion with all relevant key agencies in the state. Adopted
standards are in line with the NIEER and based on research
regarding early childhood development, learning environments
and best practices.

Data collection and standard evaluations
regarding Early Education programs are

halmarks of successful states. Ratings and
accretitations may be tied to funding and
licensure.

Once program standards reached consensus, most states
moved oversight and evalution responsibilities to: 1) Department
of Health and / or Department of Health and Welfare; 2) A
neutral assessment organization endorsed by key agencies and
perhaps the state.While many states’ stadardization began with
mandates from the legislature or with calls from their governor,
still others received their imperative from the judicual branch.

NATIONAL QUALITY STANDARDS CHECKLIST SUMMARY
L= - - = e R R R R R R R R R e e e = -

OF THE 50 STATE-FUNDED
PRE-K INITIATIVES, NUMBER

POLICY BENCHMARK MEETING BENCHMARKS
Early learning standards .......ccocooveiciiieienci e COMPrENENSIVE Lo B0
TEAChEr AEGree ......ccvie et een s senserse e L i s e n T
Teacher specialized raining .-...c..ocoocmvreme e SpECIANTZING 0 pre-K .40
Assietant ieacherdegiea DA A edliN AT D
Teac R S B CE e Atleast 15 B /year ]
Maximuen elassisize. oo e 0 lewer s s A
3-year-olds
4-year-olds
Staff-child ratio ..o e 1 D10 OF BEEEI 85
3-year-olds
4-year-olds
Sereening/refemal: i i e in s s Vislon; hearing;: healihyand w0 36
and support services at least 1 support service
Ve 8 s e e At e met] [ ay e 0.
T o P o 11 oL | oL [
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KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN IDAHO

IDAHO STARS

IdahoStars’ Quality Rating and Improvement Syst@iRS) has outlined standards for child care cernietise
areas of group size, staff to child ratio, and emuinental standards which are in line with acceptaebnal
standards. ldahoStars provides assessment of pregraferrals, early education rating as based on
environment, curriculum, and health needs. Prodgstandards are not solidified or isolated for coasation.
The rating system is voluntary.

IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND WELFARE

The EC3, or Early Childhood Coordinating Councilatseregularly at the mandate of the Governor. @dlgre
reviewing Head Start and Health programs, the E&S3developed and published a curriculum and
environmental guide for Early Learning. Programmdtads such as child to staff ratio or staff edocat
requirements are currently unavailable.

IDAHO AEYC

Idaho AEYC references the Prekindergarten Poli@nfawork, which provides a useful overview of the
imperative for statewide program standards forkre-

Leadership for prekindergarten initiatives can coiinem all three branches of
government, from ballot initiatives, and from nomgonmental sources such as advocacy
groups, citizen’s commissions, professional orgaions, and philanthropists or
philanthropic organizations. Leadership does netha come from one source. In fact,
successful efforts often have a convergence oflesip in one or more of these groups.
Some examples, and their advantages and disadeanfatow.

Executive branch Executives, especially governors, often havengti@lationships with
policymakers and are well-positioned to garner tlesources needed to fund
prekindergarten programs. They are in unique posstito share their agenda with the
public and to build widespread support for new iatives. However, executive-led
prekindergarten initiatives can be limited by theumal lack of continuity in leadership.
When a new government official with different goasd objectives is elected or
appointed, support for specific programs favoredhgyprevious administration may not
continue.

Legislative branch The legislative branch of government typicallyldsothe purse
strings. When prekindergarten programs receiveetitwrsement of legislators, adequate
funding for services is more likely to follow. Irddition, legislators tend to be highly
responsive to their constituents and advocacy grodje challenge is to craft the
legislation so that it produces a program and atitiency that will sustain the program
through subsequent reauthorizations after legidathampions leave.

Judicial branch. Although judicial action encourages program impatation, rulings

generally do not provide detailed guidelines fowhmekindergarten programs should be
designed or implemented. Responsibility for programplementation can be ambiguous,
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and the courts often leave issues related to pmogrdministration, design, service
coordination, and finance unresolved.

Voter initiatives A mandate from the voters gives a focus to thekvad the governor
and the legislature, but it leaves many unanswguestions about what the program will
look like and how the state will pay for it.

SUGGESTIONS FOR IDAHO

1) With key agency coordination, adopt the most bstiodards:

Child to staff ratios of 10:1

Class size maximum of 20 children

Based on an approved curriculum

Provide basic health and services referrals

2) With key agency coordination and input, adopt tlisintommonly used set of standards.

Child to staff ratios of 10:1

Class size maximum of 20 children

Based on an approved curriculum

Provide basic health and services referrals

Provide health screening to all kids

A nutritious meal and snacks provided

Teacher will hold, at minimum, a bachelor’s degree

Teacher's Assistant will be appropriately certifeaatd trained in early childhood development

3) With key agency coordination and input, adopthighest rated program standards.

Child to staff ratios of 10:1

Class size maximum of 20 children

Based on an approved curriculum

Provide basic health and services referrals

Provide health screening to all kids

A nutritious meal and snacks provided

Teacher will hold, at minimum, a bachelor’s degree

Teacher’s Assistant will be appropriately certifeead trained in early childhood development
Regular teacher inservices

Continued, relevant training for teachers

Provide transportation if necessary

Review Early Education providers regularly, andextldata on programs
Participate in a rating system and / or accretitati

11



WORKS CITED

“Classroom Recognition Standard®ffice of School ReadinesState of North Carolina
http://www.osr.nc.gov/ClassroomRecogStandardsPspg.a

“Division of Early Childhood DevelopmentMaryland Public SchooldMaryland State Department of Education.
December 2009. http://www.marylandpublicschoolgM@DE/divisions/child_care/

“Early Education.” New Jersey Division of Early @hiood Education. State of New Jersey. Novembe®.200
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/

“Early Education."Oklahoma State Department of EducatiBtate of Oklahoma. http://sde.state.ok.us/

“Early Learning.”Voluntary Pre-KindergartenFlorida Department of Education, State of Floridavember 2009.
http://www.fldoe.org/earlylearning/

“Early Learning Content Standard©hio Department of Education Teachit@jate of Ohio. December 2009.
http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODEZBDmMary.aspx?page=2&TopiclD=1696&TopicRelation| B8
“Early Learning RequirementsWashington State Department of Early Learnitate of Washington.
http://www.del.wa.gov/

“Education Ohio.”"Department of EducatiorState of Ohio. December 2009.
http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODEBDmMary.aspx?page=2&TopiclD=1696&TopicRelation| B8

“National Association for the Education of Youngildren.” National Association for the Education of You@pildren
December 2009 & January 2010. http://www.naeyc.org/

“National Head Start AssociationNational Head Start AssociatioDecember 2009. http://www.nhsa.org/

“Pre-K Program Profile: OklahomaState-Funded Pre-Kindergarten ProgramBducation Commission of the States.
November & December 200%ttp://www.ecs.org/dbsearches/search_info/PreK_maroBrofile.asp?state=0OK

“Primary and KindergartenNorth Carolina Public Schoolstate of North Carolina. December 2009.
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/primaryk2

“Primary Education.’Ohio Department of EducatioState of Ohio. December 2009.
http://education.ohio.gov/GD/Templates/Pages/ODEBDmMary.aspx?page=2&TopiclD=1696&TopicRelation| B8

“Program Guidelines for Early Educatidi®regon Department of Educatiofstate of Ohio.
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=41

! "# $%%&""  $%(%

)** +* * *
“State Profiles.’Pre-K Now.Pew Center on the States. December 2009 & JanGag. zhttp://www.preknow.org/

“State Yearbook.National Institute for Early Learning Researdhccessed: December 2009 http://nieer.org/yearbook

“Early Childhood Information Clearing Housddaho Department of Health and Welfa&tate of Idaho. December 2009
& January 2010. http://www.healthandwelfare.idabe/@hildren/EarlyChildhoodInfo/tabid/80/Default.asp

12



13



