
Idaho Kid’s Count has developed and funded a qualitative and quantitative data collection initiative to gather data around how kids ages 3 - 23 are faring during the recession.  We are hoping to get your help for the qualitative portion of the project -- where we ask kids and those who work with them about their perceptions, opinions, and experiences.  In exchange, we’ll turn over some great data products that will help inform you in your work.  We’re starting with Boise as a pilot project, and moving outward from there.  Here’s what we’re looking for now:

1.)  Names of Boise school teachers or administrators who would help organize elementary, junior high and high school  focus groups.

2.)  Names of out-of-school youth who would be willing to join a focus group.

3.)  Contact names of youth, parents, teachers or providers who you feel would be good to conduct a one-on-one filmed interview.  This can include young children on up whom you feel can articulate their views.

4.)  Names of specialists you know who work with youth in the Boise area such as emergency room personnel, clergy, case workers, mentors, or others who might have unique insight about what’s happening with kids and youth in our area.

5.)  Names of groups, clubs, organizations, programs or classes where kids and youth are already meeting that might be willing to hold a focus discussion during their meeting time.

6.)  Name of schools or programs (and name of their contact person) that work with marginalized youth, pregnant teens, child parents, New Americans, or other unique demographic groups -- and that might be willing to have a focus group with their youth.

We hope our data will result in knowing the current condition of kids in Boise as they and their families face current economic issues, and how we might approach unexpected issues or emerging dangers through policy and programs.

Please contact Susan Berning  at 794-7819 or sberning@worldportico.com  with your ideas for contacts. Thanks so very much for your help with this really important work to capture the perspectives of children and those connected to them.

Respectfully,

Linda Jensen

Director, Idaho Kids Count


