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Idaho Kid’s Count Initiative    

June 30 @ 5:00 pm Focus Group   

Dear Parents/Guardians:
Foothills School of Arts and Science is participating in a study sponsored by Idaho Kids Count, where some students will be part of focus groups.  Your child has an opportunity to be in a small group discussion where we will ask what they would like to see from government and their community to support their goals and dreams for the future, with consideration for their views on the effects of the recession.   The goal is to learn what youth in our valley are thinking, to ultimately affect the policies that can help prevent them from getting lost in a challenging economy. We are providing research directly to Idaho lawmakers during a statewide policy forum in mid-September called, “The Idaho Kids Count Academy for Policy Leaders.”  This information will also be written into a report that will go to youth service providers at that  time to help them design even better programs.  We will let your school know more details on the date and location as it becomes available.  Foothills will be invited to send a youth and adult representative at that forum.
Your child will benefit by learning more about the democratic process and how their voice can make a difference, even though they are not yet voters.  This is a wonderful opportunity for kids to learn about surveys and focus groups and how they can provide avenues for youth participation in government decision-making.  Youth are very excited to participate, and share their ideas in this new way.  By participating, Foothills School can promote their education model that includes civic and community engagement.  We can also potentially ease education pressures and contribute to educational policy through a direct, coordinated voice that strongly reaches our policy makers.  Foothills was the only private school selected because it accepts students of many education levels and backgrounds and it is a great place to talk to students who are seeking a better educational experience.  

The information gathered is strictly confidential, no names will be attached to the information that will be gathered.  Your child's participation in the focus group is voluntary. The focus group will be recorded on audiotape so that study leaders can pay full attention during the discussion. What your child says during the focus group is confidential. His/her real name is not recorded in the notes and so will not be included in the any reports.  Your child needs your permission to participate in this discussion. The discussion will take about 1 hour and will take place at [location] on [day, date]. There will be about 6-10 young people participating in the group discussion. All youth participants will receive a snack.  Please complete the attached permission slip and have your child return it to Liz Merrill at Foothills by June 17th at 10:00 am.  

Thank you,  

My child, ___________________________________________________


(please print your child's name clearly)

      May participate in the focus group                 May NOT participate in the focus group

_____________________________________

Parent/Guardian (print)

___________________________________
________________

Parent/Guardian (signature)
Date

Emergency contact:   ____________________
_____________________


Name (print)
Telephone






