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KIDS COUNT 

WHAT IS KIDS COUNT? 

KIDS COUNT, a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, 
seeks to track the status of children across the United States and 
within individual states. The national KIDS COUNT program   
publishes an annual KIDS COUNT Data Book ranking state   
performance on indicators reflecting the educational, social,  
economic, and physical well-being of children. The national    
program also produces related publications addressing concerns 
that affect child outcomes across states. 

WHAT IS IDAHO KIDS COUNT? 

Idaho KIDS COUNT is a nonprofit organization engaging citizens 
and policy makers in non-partisan, research-based discussions 
of strategies to improve childhood outcomes for vulnerable     
children and their families living in Idaho. 

Idaho KIDS COUNT is a member of the national KIDS COUNT 
Network which is a project founded and funded by the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation.  Launched in 1994 in Idaho, it is a program of 
Mountain States Group, Inc., a 501(c)3 community resource    
organization. 

The Idaho KIDS COUNT Data Book is a publication that provides 
current state profiles based on seven categories of data         
representing multiple indicators of child health and well-being.  
 
The Data Book indicators are also available on the Annie E.   
Casey Foundationôs KIDS COUNT Data Center website,  
http://datacenter.kidscount.org. The KIDS COUNT Data Center 
offers trends, graphs, maps, and rankings for Idaho counties. 

WHAT IS THE IDAHO KIDS COUNT DATA BOOK? 
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Hard Times Getting Harder For Many Idaho Children  
 

For many Idaho children, times were already tough but new evidence reveals that hard times are getting harder not only for these children but many more who are sliding into the 

ranks of ñat riskò.  The 2009 annual Idaho KIDS COUNT Data Book examines the data trends for children between 2000 and 2007 and looks at how state policy is addressing the 

increasing need for policy support. 

 

Approximately 19 percent of Idahoôs population is children under the age of 18. The annual growth rate of the child population is roughly five times that of the US growth rate. 

The young child population ages 0-4 grew from 26 percent 29 percent and  now constitutes roughly a third of the child population.  Of these children, a growing number are liv-

ing in poverty. The child poverty rate for Idaho grew from 14 to 16 percent and the percentage of children living in low-income households climbed from 36 percent to 42 per-

cent. An increasing percentage of  children living in poverty live in single working mother households. 

 

The ranks of children who are medically uninsured are growing as well.  Idaho has seen an increase in the percentage of uninsured children under the age of 18 from its low point 

in 2005 of 8.5 percent to its current rate of 13 percent. 

 

The resulting reality is worrisome.  Almost half of Idaho children live in families with incomes that limit their opportunities for quality health care, quality child care, appropriate 

and stimulating early learning and after school experiences . Their parents, most of whom are working but for low wages, canôt afford to offer their children the opportunities that 

will ensure healthy development, readiness to succeed in school and readiness to compete in the increasingly competitive global economy. 

 

Idahoôs pubic policy record for children does not meet the growing needs of low-income families with children.  While research consistently affirms the economic, educational  

and social benefit of investing in child care subsidies for low-income families, the growing need has been met with diminishing support. Idahoôs Child Care Program (ICCP) 

served its lowest number (7,334) in eight years in 2008. A recent change in 2008 in the ICCP eligibility rules increases eligibility to 131 percent of the federal poverty level. This 

is still far from the national benchmark of 200 percent thereby excluding over 40,000 Idaho children. Idaho is one of only seven states where families are not eligible for subsidies 

at 150 percent of the federal poverty level. 

 

Idaho continues to provide no state general fund dollars for Head Start programs. This means that Head Start programs are able to serve only about 36 percent of the eligible low-

income population. The trend has improved from 25 percent of eligible children served in 2003 to its current rate as a result of increased or reallocated federal dollars. 

 

Enrollment eligibility for the Childrenôs Health Insurance Program is currently set at 185 percent of the federal poverty level which places Idaho in the bottom 10 states in the 

nation. Current estimates range up to 52,000 uninsured children in Idaho because they donôt qualify for state health insurance programs or are not reached through outreach ef-

forts. 

 

Now, overlay this data picture with the dramatic economic downturn which began in 2008 and is projected to continue into the unforeseeable future. Lost jobs and state budget 

cuts for child related programs further jeopardize the well-being of already vulnerable Idaho children and adds many more to the at risk pool.  Budget cuts are inevitable but it is 

imperative that policy leaders embrace the long view and recognize that this is the most important time to invest in our future, our children. Our ultimate recovery and success 

will depend on the realized potential of every child . 
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POLICY CHALLENGES 

KEY FACTS AND CHALLENGES  
 
We examine Idaho data from 2000 to 2007, focusing on the so-

cial and economic condition of children. This analysis provides 

reason for encouragement and, equally, opportunities for im-

provement in public policy. 

 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES  
 

Population demographics, 2007. Idahoôs 407,700 children 
age 0-17 represent 27 percent of the state population. 
Young children age 0-5 make up 29 percent of all children 
and minorities 21 percent.  

 
Children living arrangements, 2007.  73 percent of Idaho 
children live in two parent families, 19 percent live in single 
parent families and 2 percent live with grandparents. The 
remaining 6 percent live in alternative family arrange-
ments. This distribution has remained relatively constant 
over the past five years. 

 
More children live in poverty, 2007. 16 percent of Idaho 
children live in families earning less than the Federal   
Poverty Level (FPL),  a moderate increase from the 14 
percent level of 2000; 42 percent live in families earning 
less than  200 percent of the FPL, also an increase from 
the corresponding 36 percent level in 2000. The 2007 FPL 
is $20,650 for a family of four, which compares to the 2007 
Idaho median family income of $54,342. 

 
 

Children living with single working mothers are at risk. In 
2006, 42 percent of single working mothers in the U.S. 
lived at or below the FPL compared with 8 percent of two 
parent families with children. Idahoôs 50,798 single work-
ing mothers cared for 89,000 children in 2007 (21 percent 
of all Idaho children).  

 
CHILD HEALTH  
 

Adverse birth situations change little over the 2000-2006 
period.  Of the 23,800 live births in 2006: 23 percent were 
to unwed women; 16 percent were to mothers with less 
than 12 years of education; 6 percent received late or no 
prenatal care; 7 percent had low birth-weight; 3 percent 
were born to teens age 15-17; and, 12 percent were pre-
term. These percentages have remained relatively con-
stant over the past six years.  

 
More children are uninsured, 2007. Over 52,000, 13 per-
cent, of Idaho children are medically uninsured. *This 
grew from 11.4% in 2006.  The situation is even worse for 
young children ages 0-5 where uninsured rates jumped 
from 9.3% to 12.4% during the same period.  33,060, or 8 
percent, are enrolled in SCHIPðIdaho is currently ranked 
3

rd
 lowest in income eligibility for SCHIP at 185 percent of 

FPL. North Dakota (140 percent FPL), Montana (175 per-
cent FPL), and Oregon (185 percent FPL) are the three 
other states that do not have an income eligibility of at 
least 200 percent or greater.  
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POLICY CHALLENGES 

EDUCATION  
 

Solid reading and math improvement.  Fourth grade Idaho 
Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) scores in reading 
proficiency increased from 74.5 percent in 2003 to 82.5 
percent in 2008 and, over the same period, math profi-
ciency increased from 76.7 to 82.0 percent. Eighth grade 
improvements were similar: ISAT scores in reading profi-
ciency increased from 73.2 percent to 85.8 percent and 
math proficiency increased from 52.4 percent to 71.7 per-
cent. It is of note that the math proficiency scores at the 
eighth grade are significantly below those at the fourth 
grade. 

 
High school success. High school completion rates have 
increased markedly from 77.1 percent in 2001 to 88.3  
percent in 2007. 

CHILDREN AT RISK  
 

Rate of child abuse is trending down. There were 1651 
cases of child abuse and neglect in 2006 (rate of 4.2 
cases per 100,000 children). While this is roughly un-
changed since 2003, it is significantly less than the 3,132 
cases (rate of 8.5) in 2000. 

 
Juvenile crime incidence down. The 17,343 reports of ju-
venile crime in 2007 (rate of 9,570 cases per 100,000 ju-
veniles) is down from 18,788 reports in 2000 (rate of 
11,589). The percent of students in grades 9-12 using al-
cohol, marijuana and tobaccoðrespectively, 42.5 percent, 
17.9 percent and 20.0 percent in 2007ðhas remained es-
sentially unchanged from 2001. 
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CHILD POPULATION 

DATA TRENDS SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
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In 2000, children age 0-4 represented 26.4 percent of Idaho   
children. This has increased to 29.1 percent in 2007.  

 
The 2000-2007 annual growth rate of 3.0 percent in Idaho 
children age 0-4 is roughly three times the corresponding 
U.S. average for children 0-4. Following a similar pattern,  the 
1.5 percent growth rate in Idaho children age 0-17 is roughly  
five times the U.S. growth rate. 

 
While children age 0-17 increased by 38,000 from 2000 to 
2007, children as a percent of total population decreased 
slightly from 28 to 27 percent. 

 
Minority children increased from 60,189 to 85,658 during the 
2000-2007 period, an annual growth rate of 6.05 percent. 

 
Although English proficiency rates are usually correlated with 
the minority children fraction, the rate of limited English     
proficiency decreased significantly during the period. 
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